
1 
 

PENTECOST GIFTS 

Acts 2:1-21 

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

Pentecost, 2016 

Sunrise Presbyterian Church, Salina 

Martha Murchison 

 

 Pentecost is the birthday of the church because the gift of the Spirit 

empowered Jesus’ followers to reach out of themselves – to tell the story they 

have witnessed – to baptize – to let go of old prejudices – to embrace others.  

Happy Birthday! 

 If we think on the early days of the church, we might imagine the disciples 

and Jesus’ followers moving calmly and serenely from following Jesus through the 

crucifixion and resurrection.  We think they must have waited patiently in the 

upper room for Pentecost and with plans ready to go to build the church.  We do 

not remember people in crisis – rather we think of people who have their wits and 

minds about them.  If we describe them as leaders and people who knew what 

would happen next – we’ve not really listened to their story.  The truth is they had 

no idea what to do – they did not know what would come next – they were in crisis. 

They had no way forward.  They had staked their belief, their lives, and their faith 

in Jesus – the Word made flesh – and Jesus no longer walked among them.  

Pentecost opens the door to the future for the church for those early leaders – it 

offered them a way through and out of the crisis – created by Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  It empowered the disciples and other believers to know that the 

faith they placed in Jesus was not dead and gone – but instead was alive and 

strong.  Pentecost gave these leaders the vision they needed to tell others the 

good news.  Pentecost gave them a future.   

 The way Luke tells the story in Acts – the believers are gathered in an upper 

room.    Peter, who had been a hot-headed disciple, began to develop into a leader 

who could preach – argue well and change people’s hearts.  Actually, Peter’s gifts 

were shaping long before the day of Pentecost came like “the rush of a violent 

wind” – imagine the sound of a tornado or straight line wind – violent wind sounds 

are in our vocabulary – that ‘s the sound of the Spirit. 

 This violent wind blew out old prejudices – about Gentiles and women.  It 

blew out old ideas of what food could be eaten – Jews had long kept strict dietary 

rules which forbade them to eat certain foods like pork – The Spirit led them to 

understand that all foods can be good.  This wind blew out speculations they had 

about who could be baptized – The Ethiopian Eunuch – a foreigner and a eunuch 
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would have never been welcomed into their circles – but the Spirit led Phillip to 

baptize him.  This violent wind blew out the notion that the gospel was only for 

Jews.  This violent wind blew all that out and left room for diversity – for those of 

different ethnicities – races – nations – creeds – others people – those people – 

people not like us.  This violent wind blew in a power to communicate with others in 

languages the disciples did not know.  They were not speaking in tongues – they 

were speaking coherently in every language spoken in Jerusalem.  The rush of 

violent wind blew in an amazing opportunity to embrace other people.  This 

outreach gave birth to the church.  It was some gift. 

 We hear a similar, but different Pentecost story in our morning’s reading 

from the gospel of John.   The disciples gathered around the table with Jesus are 

just as befuddled as the group gathered in the upper room on Pentecost.  Their 

world is at a crisis point.  Peter voices their confusion to Jesus “Lord, we do not 

know where you are going.  How can we know the way?”  Our morning reading is part 

of an agonizingly long dinner conversation that lasts over several chapters in John 

during which – Jesus tells that God will send the Spirit – to be an Advocate for 

them –to guide and lead them.  The Advocate will remind them what they know 

about Jesus.  Their faith is in the Jesus they know and love.  He teaches them.  He 

loves them.  In order for them to move forward without his physical presence – 

they must first remember him.  They must know and tell the stories of Jesus.  

They must lay these stories on their hearts.  The Spirit reminds them of what 

they know. 

 The Spirit brings a second gift:  a Spirit of guidance.   Jesus says to the 

befuddled disciples, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now.  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you.”  There are so many 

things they and we may need to know – but until we have lived through the crisis – 

they will make no sense.  I’m also struck by the similarity to a line from the poet, 

Rilke,  “. . . be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and to try to love 

the questions themselves like locked rooms and like books that are written in a 

very foreign tongue. Do not now seek the answers, which cannot be given you 

because you would not be able to live them. And the point is, to live everything. Live 

the questions now.” 

 The disciples must live their questions - now.  Jesus knows the disciples do 

not – cannot – will not be able to understand everything they need to know to live 

their faith.  Jesus knows that circumstances will change – and Jesus knows that 

the disciples will need help to listen to scripture and stories about Jesus and 

imagine how they might help answer the unvoiced questions.  Jesus knows that the 

answer to every question they will have is not in the Bible – Jesus knows they and 
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we need an Advocate to help us understand how the gospel speaks to our lives 

today. 

 And today is where we live.  People no longer turn to faith –or to 

congregations for life and sustenance.   Others point to impending ecological crisis 

– climate change – desertification is the word for the dryness that is slowly 

spreading across Western Kansas.  Still others lift austerity as an economic force 

pushing us to crisis – and I have not even mentioned wars and rumors of wars.  We 

face many crises:  refugees, earthquakes, tornadoes, immigration, education, 

health care – and that list does not include our personal crises of illness, death and 

divorce.  We are not unlike those first disciples.  We are often not sure how to 

move forward.   

 And like them, Jesus gives us Pentecost gifts.  The violent rush of wind is 

here to push us out of our comfort zones – to help us see people we might rather 

ignore.  The violent rush of wind is here to help us communicate –to see more 

clearly.  The violent rush of wind helps us see aspects of God we might have 

overlooked.  And the Advocate will come and help us find God’s story in the story 

of our days.  The Advocate will calm us and remind us that even though we face 

crises – answers will come.  A way forward will come. The Advocate brings grace to 

helps us see new visions – dream new dreams – the Advocate brings hope and future 

to today.  The Advocate brings us our gift.  Shall we live into it – Whatever our 

crisis – Jesus’ promise – the Advocate will be with us.  Alleluia!  Amen. 

  

  

  

  


